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July 3, 2017 
 
Dear Chargers, 
 
The rain and late coolness of the spring have finally given way to what we all knew was coming: 
triple-digit temperatures! I hope you have a healthy supply of Otter Pops on standby and that you 
are finding safe and relaxing ways to relax and recharge before your sixth grade adventure begins. 
We’re making wonderful plans to welcome you on Thursday, August 17, and we hope you are as 
excited as we are to see what the new year brings! 
 
As we look forward to the exploration, growth, and learning that take place in middle school, I can 
tell you that community will be an incredibly important part of your experience here. You will be 
creating new traditions from the moment you step on campus next fall, and you’ll be doing so with 
classmates who come from roughly 50 different elementary schools, communities and educational 
cultures. Your success will depend on creating lasting relationships with these new peers and with 
your teachers, and I know you will find that the Academy fosters this work in an extremely 
rewarding environment. Not only will your relationships help you accomplish more as a group than 
you ever could on your own, but they will also soon become the life-changing friendships that 
sustain you during your time at Academy and beyond.   
 
You will quickly realize that community is the vital energy that electrifies our campus and focuses 
our work in positive ways each day. In fact, before you know it, you will be making your grand 
entrance on the first day of school with members of the senior class. As you walk up the 
Academy’s storied brick path together, the seniors will be able to share some perspective with you 
about what community actually looks like here as they reflect on their final year together. Later this 
summer, I will be sending you more information about your own first steps (your Family Head, 
your pod, your daily schedule, and what to expect during the first few days of school, for example) 
and you can begin to ponder community in concrete ways as well. In the meantime, you can get 
helpful information about summer reading and school supplies and other topics on the 6-7 Division 
page on the Academy website. 
  
I look forward to meeting each of you and your families at the Ice Cream Social on Sunday, August 
13. In the meantime, if you have questions about anything over the summer – and I really do mean 
anything at all – please don’t hesitate to contact me. Next year promises to be a truly magical 
experience, and I speak for everyone here when I tell you that we can’t wait to get started! 
 
Best wishes for a wonderful summer, 
 
Chris Dineen 
6-7 Division Head 
dineen@aa.edu 


