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July 17, 2017 
 

Happy summer, class of 2023! 
 

I hope this letter finds you cool, relaxed, and well-refreshed. If not, don’t worry - there is still a lot of summer 
left, so you have plenty of time to put the finishing touches on a perfect vacation! Whether that involves reading, 

swimming, lots of ice cream, a great camping trip, or maybe a Netflix marathon or two, I look forward to hearing 
about your adventures when we come together once again in a little over a month. 

 
As it did last year, the first day of school will begin with Convocation at 8 a.m. in the East Campus Gymnasium. 

Please plan on arriving early on the 17th, preferably by 7:40 a.m., so that you have time to check in with your 
family head, say hello to your friends, find your locker, drop off your backpack, and walk up to Convocation. As is 

our tradition, you will be getting a call from your 7th grade Academy family head sometime during the week 
of August 7th, and you will get much more information about your classes, your pod, your teachers, and the start 

of school during that call. 
 

In order to store all of your books and other gear, you have again been assigned a big blue locker. The lockers 
for the 7th graders are located in the 7th grade commons and the West Campus Administration building, and 
family heads will direct you to your lockers on the first day of school. Please remember to bring your ID and to 

have it with you at all times. You will need it to purchase items at the bookstore and to check out books from 
the library, among other things. If you go to the 6-7 Division page on the website, you can find more information 

about your summer reading requirements, needed school supplies, and calendar events. We will be updating our 
clubs and activities for the start of the year, but you can take a look here at what is being planned again, especially 

if you thought about participating in something last year but didn’t have a chance. We will also be sending 
information about athletic practices that are slated to begin close to the start of the year. 

 
An important side note: having a study hall opposite your every-other-day Performing Arts class last year was a 

significant schedule experiment for our division, and we are going to experiment again in 7th grade this year. 
Instead of those study halls, we are attempting to organize your pods by Performing Arts group sections so that 

both of the teaching teams will have access to all of their students on non-PA days. You will no longer be in 
random A or B groups, in other words, which will allow your teachers to work much more closely with you in 

classes, on projects, with speakers and films, and in other pod-specific areas (including, from time to time, study 
hall). One downside is that I will not be able to honor the requests that were made about pod and family head 

placement, which I have always managed to do in the past. However, based on what your teachers are planning, I 
believe the benefits of allowing them to have tighter control over the schedule will translate into a much richer 
experience for all students next year. 

 
There is a lot of excitement about next year, and we have been busily cooking up a wonderful academic feast.  

We’re eager to get started, but we’re not there just yet, so get in some more deep sleep, check that last item off 
your summer fun bucket list, spend some quality time with family and friends, and be sure to create some 

memories that you can look back on and share when the school year officially starts. Be safe until then, and be 
sure to contact me if you have any questions. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you all soon! 

 
Chris Dineen 

6-7 Division Head 
dineen@aa.edu 
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