
May, 2018 

 

 

Dear Rising Ninth Grade Student: 

 

Albuquerque Academy’s English department values and encourages lifelong and yearlong reading.  

To that end, we ask all students to explore at least a few good books over the course of the summer.  

This year, all rising ninth grade students are to read the young adult version of Unbroken,  

by Laura Hillenbrand, as well as one other book of your choice. If you are interested in tackling  

a longer text with greater complexity and more difficult subject matter, we invite you to read the original, 

unabridged version of Unbroken instead. Furthermore, a PG-13 film version of the book was released  

in 2014. If you are interested, we encourage you to watch the movie after you have completed the book; 

the ability to reflect on the two different versions of one man’s life will enrich our conversations as we 

begin our work in the fall. 

 

Unbroken tells the true story of Louis Zamperini, an incorrigible delinquent turned Olympic runner  

who ended up in the Air Force after the bombing of Pearl Harbor. On a doomed flight one afternoon  

in May 1943, Zamperini finds himself hurtling toward the Pacific Ocean praying for a miracle.  

Left adrift on the wide waters of the ocean, hunted by sharks and enemy aircraft alike, Zamperini is  

pushed to the limits of his endurance. As you follow his trials on both water and land, we hope you  

enjoy Hillenbrand’s meticulous, beautiful writing and find yourself reflecting on the factors that 

contributed to Zamperini’s survival. 

 

If you’re not sure of a free choice book you’d like to read, we’ve attached a list of books our students 

have enjoyed in the past. You might find something there that catches your eye, but if you choose a book 

that’s not on the list, that’s fine, too. We hope you will enjoy what you read, and we encourage your 

parents to help you select a book that is developmentally appropriate. We also encourage parents to share 

the joy of reading and discussing these books with you. 

 

Be sure to bring a copy of your free choice book and Unbroken with you when you return to school.  

If you read them earlier in the summer, please refresh your memory of each before the first day of class. 

We look forward to hearing your thoughts on these books in August. 

 

May you have a summer filled with great books! 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

9th Grade English Teachers Elizabeth Payne 

Scottie Buron Interim Chair of the English Department 

Katie Dolan 

Peter Nash 

Jennifer Coston 



9th GradeReading List 

There’s something here for everyone. 

 

 

Courtenay, Bryce. The Power of One. 

In 1939, as Hitler casts his enormous, cruel shadow across the world, the seeds of apartheid take 

root in South Africa. There, a boy called Peekay is born. His childhood is marked by humiliation 

and abandonment, yet he vows to survive and conceives heroic dreams—which are nothing 

compared to what life actually has in store for him. He embarks on an epic journey through a land 

of tribal superstition and modern prejudice where he will learn the power of words, the power to 

transform lives, and the power of one. 

 

 

Doctorow, Cory. Little Brother. 

After being interrogated for days by the Department of Homeland Security in the aftermath of a 

major terrorist attack on San Francisco, California, seventeen-year-old Marcus, released into what 

is now a police state, decides to use his expertise in computer hacking to set things right. 

 

 

Doerr, Anthony.  All the Light We Cannot See 

Marie-Laure, a blind French girl who navigates her world through touch, and Werner, a German 

orphan and expert at building and fixing radios, are both trying to survive the devastation of 

World War II when their paths collide in occupied France. 

 

 

Doyle, Arthur Conan. Collected Stories of Sherlock Holmes. 

Perhaps the greatest detective of them all! 

 

 

Anderson, Laurie Halse. Speak. 

Melinda Sordino busted an end-of-summer party by calling the cops. Now her old friends won’t 

talk to her, and people she doesn’t even know hate her from a distance. The safest place to be is 

alone, inside her own head. But even that’s not safe. Because there’s something she’s trying not 

to think about, something about the night of the party that, if she let it in, would blow her 

carefully constructed disguise to smithereens. And then she would have to speak the truth. 

 

 

Heiligman, Deborah. Charles and Emma: The Darwin’s Leap of Faith. 

Charles Darwin and his wife, Emma, were deeply in love and very supportive of each other,  

but their opinions often clashed. Emma was extremely religious, and Charles questioned God's 

very existence. 

 

 

Herbert, Frank. Dune. 

Set on the desert planet Arrakis, Dune is the story of the boy Paul Atreides, who would become 

the mysterious man known as Muad’Dib. He would avenge the traitorous plot against his noble 

family—and would bring to fruition humankind’s most ancient and unattainable dream.  

A stunning blend of adventure and mysticism, environmentalism and politics, Dune won the first 

Nebula Award, shared the Hugo Award, and formed the basis of what is undoubtedly the grandest 

epic in science fiction. 

 



 

Kinsella, W.P. Shoeless Joe. 

“If you build it, he will come.” These famous words of a baseball announcer lead Ray Kinsella to 

carve a baseball diamond out of his cornfield in honor of his hero, the baseball legend Shoeless 

Joe Jackson. 

 

Levithan, David. Every Day. 

Every morning, A wakes in a different person’s body, a different person’s life. There’s never any 

warning about where it will be or who it will be. A has made peace with that, even established 

guidelines by which to live: Never get too attached. Avoid being noticed. Do not interfere. It’s all 

fine until the morning that A wakes up in the body of Justin and meets Justin’s girlfriend, 

Rhiannon. From that moment, the rules by which A has been living no longer apply. Because 

finally A has found someone to be with—day in, day out, day after day. 

 

 

Mariller, Juliet. Wildwood Dancing. 

Five sisters who live with their merchant father in Transylvania use a hidden portal in their home 

to cross over into a magical world, the Wildwood. 

 

 

McCormick, Patricia. Never Fall Down. 

This National Book Award nominee from two-time finalist Patricia McCormick is the 

unforgettable story of Arn Chorn-Pond, who defied the odds to survive the Cambodian genocide 

of 1975-1979 and the labor camps of the Khmer Rouge. Based on the true story of Cambodian 

advocate Arn Chorn-Pond, and authentically told from his point of view as a young boy, this is  

an achingly raw and powerful historical novel about a child of war who becomes a man of peace. 

It includes an author’s note and acknowledgments from Arn Chorn-Pond himself. 

 

 

Murdock, Catherine. Dairy Queen. 

After spending her summer running the family farm and training the quarterback for her school’s 

rival football team, sixteen-year-old D.J. decides to go out for the sport herself, not anticipating 

the reactions of those around her. 

 

 

Pratchett, Terry. Nation. 

After a devastating tsunami destroys all that they have ever known, Mau, an island boy, and 

Daphne, an aristocratic English girl, together with a small band of refugees, set about rebuilding 

their community and all the things that are important in their lives. 

 

 

Pullman, Phillip. The Golden Compass (trilogy). 

This fantasy novel is set in a universe parallel to our own and tells of Lyra Belacqua’s journey 

north in search of her missing friend, Roger Parslow, and her imprisoned father/uncle, Lord 

Asriel, who has been conducting experiments with a mysterious substance known as Dust. Note: 

You may choose to read only the first volume. 

 

 

Shusterman, Neal. Unwind. 



In a future world where those between the ages of thirteen and eighteen can have their lives 

“unwound” and their body parts harvested for use by others, three teens go to extreme lengths  

to uphold their beliefs—and, perhaps, save their own lives. 

 

 

  



Steifvater, Maggie. The Scorpio Races. 

It happens at the start of every November: the Scorpio Races. Riders attempt to keep hold of  

their water horses long enough to make it to the finish line. Some riders live. Others die. At age 

nineteen, Sean Kendrick is the returning champion. He is a young man of few words, and if he  

has any fears, he keeps them buried deep, where no one else can see them. Puck Connolly is 

different. She never meant to ride in the Scorpio Races. But fate hasn’t given her much of a 

choice. So she enters the competition—the first girl ever to do so. She is in no way prepared for 

what is going to happen. 

 

 

Stork, Francisco. Marcelo in the Real World. 

Marcelo Sandoval, a seventeen-year-old boy on the high-functioning end of the autistic spectrum, 

faces new challenges, including romance and injustice, when he goes to work for his father in the 

mail room of a corporate law firm. 

 

 

Voorhees, Coert. The Brothers Torres. 

Frankie Torres Towers knows his older brother, Steve, is endangering his college scholarship by 

staying out all night with the local cholos and picking fights with his soccer teammates, but 

Frankie covers for him, deflecting his parents’ questions and picking up the slack at Los Torres, 

the family’s New Mexican restaurant. As Frankie negotiates complex relationships at home and 

school, he grapples with issues of love, loyalty, and tradition. This book is authored by an 

Academy alum! 

 

 

White, T.H. The Once and Future King. 

This is the epic story of King Arthur and the Knights of the Round Table, of Merlyn, Owl and 

Guinevere, of beasts who talk and men who can fly. It is the wonderful tale of all things magical, 

loved and lost. 

 

 

Zemser, Amy. Dear Julia. 

Shy sixteen-year-old Elaine has long dreamed of being the next Julia Child, to the dismay of her 

feminist mother, but when her first friend, the outrageous Lucida Sans, convinces Elaine to enter 

a cooking contest, anything could happen. 


