
April 30, 2019 

Dear Charger Parents, 

Having completed another successful admission season, we look ahead with great excitement to the 
coming academic year. One of our first tasks is to make sure all new students begin 6th grade in the 
correct math course. In order to assist in identifying the course that is best suited to each student, the 
mathematics department will administer an optional math placement test. We will use the results of 
this test as well as your child’s admission math exam score to make thoughtful placement decisions. If 
you think your child may be ready to take Pre-Algebra in 6th grade, we strongly recommend this test. 

This one-hour math test is scheduled to take place in the East Campus Gymnasium on Saturday, May 18, 
from 9-10 a.m. Because the test is designed to help us determine where admitted students will fit within 
our 6th grade curricula, no extra test preparation is required or recommended. Students simply need to 
bring a pencil (calculators are not needed, nor will they be allowed). Please plan on arriving about 30 
minutes early to sign your child in before the start of the test. 

We currently offer two different courses in each 6th grade pod: Math 6 and Pre-Algebra. The Math 6 
curriculum is rigorous in its own right and is designed to prepare students to take Pre-Algebra in 
7th grade, while the higher-level Pre-Algebra class is designed to prepare students to take Algebra in 
7th grade. Both classes offer very challenging math instruction well above typical 6th grade standards, 
and each serves as an excellent foundation for math in our Upper School program. Students who do not 
take the placement exam will be enrolled in the Math 6 course. We will contact all families with 
information about math placement no later than Monday, July 15. 

While your child is taking the test, we invite you to relax upstairs in the East Campus Dining Hall with a 
wonderful group of parents from the Albuquerque Academy Parents’ Association. They will be serving 
coffee and donuts, and they will happily answer any questions you might have about the school. It is a 
great opportunity to make a new connection, and they look forward to welcoming you into the 
community. 

If you plan to have your child take the placement exam, please let 6-7 Division Administrative Assistant 
Paula Crawford know by Monday, May 13. She can be reached at crawford@aa.edu or 828-3300. In the 
meantime, if you have any questions about this test or the placement process, please do not hesitate to 
contact us. 

Sincerely yours, 

Chris Dineen, dineen@aa.edu 
6-7 Division Head 

Melena Hulett, hulett@aa.edu, and Robert Montaño, montanor@aa.edu 
6th Grade Math Faculty 

Paul Demers, demers@aa.edu 
Chair, Math Department 


