
Greetings Academy Families! 

Although life has changed dramatically for all of us, the need for support in our local community has 
only increased in numerous ways. If you or your family want to help others in this time of need, read on 
to see what community service initiatives students are working on and how you can get involved. We’ve 
always been a community engaged in hands-on service, but this has become more difficult. We must not 
risk harming communities by reaching out physically to them. Rather we must be creative, thoughtful, 
and cautious, but still effective regarding the ways we engage in service, with the hope that we will be 
hands on again as soon as possible! 

ABQ Fight COVID-19 
Soon after campus closed, Melinda Modisette ‘21 used her free time to create this website to start 
organizing efforts to help our community. Many Academy student have contributed to its development. 
For the several community service clubs on campus and many other students, it has become a central 
means of sharing ways to get involved. Melinda has established contacts at the local hospitals and 
around the community to distribute masks and gratitude cards. The website also features a “Good 
News” section to help spread positivity. Students interested in contributing content are welcome 
to email Melinda. 

Making Masks and Gratitude Cards 

• The website above includes templates and instructions for making masks at home. 
• Students should look for an email from Ms. Johnson for an invitation to a Zoom on Thursday 

after school for a mask making tutorial and a weekly follow up for support, ideas, and sharing. 
• Consider taking some time as a family to write some gratitude cards for Albuquerque’s essential 

workers. Cards can be any shape within the sizes 2” by 2” or 12” by 12”. They will be strung 
together in bunches so they can be hung on display. Sign your first name, and send a picture of 
your card to abqfightcovid19@gmail.com so it can be posted here. 

• Many of the organizations listed below are accepting masks and cards, along with the hospitals, 
or masks and cards can be mailed or dropped off with Melinda to distribute. (See your inbox for 
contact information.) 

Other Ways to Help 

• Academy has long partnered with Vitalant to host bi-annual blood drives at our school. If you 
are healthy and able, they are in desperate need of blood donations to supply our local 
hospitals. 

• The State of New Mexico and the City of Albuquerque offer these resources for how you can 
help.  

Donations 
If you are in a position to be able to give a little to others, please consider even a small donation 
(perhaps the cost of the coffee you haven’t purchased for the past few weeks). There are so many 
places in need, but below is a list of non-profit organizations that have had a longstanding partnership 
with Albuquerque Academy. They have hosted countless groups of our students on community service 
trips, they have come to our school to present to our community service clubs, and many Academy 
students volunteer with them on a regular basis. Some of these organizations have posted specific items 



they need, which you can order online. All are appreciative of even the most nominal financial donation. 
We look forward to the day our students can once again visit these sites to learn about and support 
their community work. 

• Albuquerque Heading Home 
• Animal Humane NM 
• Barrett Foundation 
• Hopeworks 
• Locker #505 
• Roadrunner Food Bank 
• Ronald McDonald House 
• Saranam 
• The Storehouse 
• All Together NM Fund This is the easiest way to direct your financial support to the most urgent 

needs in the state. 

Many thanks to the numerous acts of service that we’ve been hearing that Academy students and their 
families have done, from helping an elderly neighbor by doing a grocery run, putting teddy bears in their 
window for kids to find while on neighborhood walks with their families, to sewing masks and donating 
food…. Chargers are helping spread kindness and support in these challenging times! 

A Related Note from our Diversity Director and Native American Parent Council 
In addition to the many organizations our school partners with, there are a couple of groups in our 
community that are experiencing especially difficult circumstances due to the COVID-19 crisis. Many of 
our neighboring tribal communities here in New Mexico (San Felipe Pueblo, Zia Pueblo, the Navajo 
Nation, among others) have been hit very hard by this virus and its effects. Many are experiencing 
higher than average cases, hospitalizations, and fatalities, along with shortages of basic necessities to 
help combat the virus. Together with the Native American Parent Council, we would like to encourage 
folks to consider giving to these two organizations that get much-needed materials and funds directly to 
people in tribal communities: 

• Pueblo Relief Fund, established to respond to the COVID-19 crisis by the All Pueblo Council of 
Governors(APCG) and the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center (IPCC). The donations to the Pueblo 
Relief Fund will be used to immediately address supply and service needs of the Pueblos in 
order to help slow the spread of the COVID-19 virus and lower the infection rate among tribal 
members.  

• Navajo Nation Department of Health is facilitating the collection and distribution of much-
needed funding and supplies. This fund is used to support all the chapters of the Navajo Nation, 
many of which are in New Mexico.  

For questions about these two organizations, please contact Jade Valenzuela, Director of Diversity & 
Inclusion. Thank you for your support of Native communities in New Mexico. 

We’d love to hear how you have been helping out others. Please send photos and news 
to johnsond@aa.edu so we can spread the word on the Academy’s social media accounts. For more 
information on these initiatives, contact Dara Johnson, Director of Community and Global Citizenship. 


