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Multicultural Summer Honors Program 
 
 
Peggy Biedermann recently retired from APS after 30 years in upper-elementary classrooms. 
During the last three summers, she served as an ABQ BioPark summer instructor. Ms. 
Biedermann has her master’s and bachelor’s in elementary education with a minor in art 
education and an ed specialist’s degree in educational technology, all from UNM.  
View Ms. Biedermann’s Video HERE!  

 
Joshua Merrill has taught social studies since 2006 at Southwest Secondary Learning Center, 
where he also taught special education and gifted education. Mr. Merrill has worked as an IEP 
and reading specialist. Before 2006, he taught all subjects at varying levels in APS as a special 
education teacher. He earned his B.A. in history education, special education, and liberal arts 
and sciences from Utah State University with minors in Portuguese and classics. Mr. Merrill is 
licensed to teach social studies, language arts, and classical languages (Latin and Greek).  
View Mr. Merrill’s Video HERE!  

 
Whitney Mignon teaches 6th and 8th grades at Garfield Middle School. A New Mexico 
teacher since 2015, she has taught all middle-school grade levels from 6th to 8th. Ms. Mignon is 
a Level 2 instructor, highly qualified in mathematics. She received her bachelor’s in elementary 
education from UNM. View Ms. Mignon’s Video HERE!  

 
Midge Nichelason has taught APS gifted students for 35+ years; she works with gifted 
children once a week at Carlos Rey Elementary School. “Ms. Nick” also serves as the Affiliate 
Training Director for Destination Imagination. Ms. Nick brings the audacity of joy to the 
classroom— i.e., learning should be a wonderful, happy experience for everyone. She has an 
M.S. in special education from UNM. 
View Ms. Nichelason’s Video HERE!  
 
Janis Ross is the Think Academy Summer upper-elementary English & Language Arts 
department chair. She worked with gifted children at S.Y. Jackson Elementary School for many 
years, where she sponsored the school’s Math Olympiad team and served on the Technology 
Team and the Instructional Council. Ms. Ross has been involved in the National Writer’s 
Project and an award-winning program called “Wrinkle Writing.” She has a B.S. and M.A. in 
elementary and special education from UNM.  
View Ms. Ross’s Video HERE!  
 

 
 

https://flipgrid.com/s/95Q6MxVZJKgN
https://flipgrid.com/s/bW8DaWtsm4HK
https://flipgrid.com/s/1MydQtJo2uKg
https://flipgrid.com/s/Bxi2X_km6RNk
https://flipgrid.com/s/_gzK-1oJ4qhe


Multicultural Summer Honors Program cont. 
 
 
Marce Sanders teaches algebra at Freedom High School. A New Mexico educator since 2003 
in Santa Fe and Albuquerque (James Monroe Middle School, Eisenhower Middle School, Sandia 
High School), Ms. Sanders has taught pre-algebra, algebra, math strategies to students in grades 
6-9. A Level-3 teacher, she has a bachelor of science in psychology with a minor in chemistry 
and a master of arts in secondary education from UNM.  
 
Anita Warrier teaches the B-Level Gifted Program at S. Y. Jackson Elementary School, where 
she serves on the Spelling Bee and Science Fair teams and is in charge of the school’s chess 
club. She has a master’s in curriculum and instruction from Grand Canyon University, Phoenix; 
a bachelor’s in elementary education from the College of Santa Fe; and a B.A. from Bhowanipur 
Educational College, India. A National Board Certified Teacher, Ms. Warrier holds gifted and 
TESOL endorsements. View Ms. Warrier’s Video HERE!  

https://flipgrid.com/s/4BULijFcy5xG

