
May 2021  

 

Dear Students and Parents, 

 

The goal of Albuquerque Academy’s summer reading program is to encourage yearlong—indeed, 

lifelong—reading. With that goal in mind, we’ve picked titles that will appeal to a range of different 

interests in the hope that everyone will have a positive reading experience. This year we’re asking all 

rising sophomores to read two books: one novel and one book from another genre (nonfiction, poetry, 

or drama). 

 

Please choose one of the following novels: 

 

A Wizard of Earthsea by Ursula LeGuin 

Long before there was Harry, there was Ged. Ged is an up-and-coming wizard in an archipelago 

nation that you haven’t visited yet, and that is infinitely more interesting and mysterious than any 

place that rhymes with Dogshorts. Ged must defeat a dark force that’s been loosed on his 

watery home. But before Ged defeats Darkness Itself, he must learn--truly learn. Ogion, his silent 

and mysterious teacher, wants to give Ged real knowledge. Ged, however, has different ideas. 

This book is probably the most well-known of Ursula K. LeGuin’s many novels. It’s a work of 

fantasy: there are dragons. And it’s a work of realism: it is about the dragons within. 

 

The Queue by Basma Abdel Aziz  

The Queue is the latest in a contemporary thread of dystopian novels, in the same vein as 

Orwell’s 1984. Controversial Egyptian novelist Basama Abdel Aziz, inspired by the events and 

aftermath of the Arab Spring, imagines an authoritarian government called the Gate, its control 

over news media, and its effects on a society that vacillates between dissent, acceptance, and a 

hope for redemption. This is a short but challenging novel that forces us to question our 

relationships with surveillance, propaganda, and each other.   

 

Nothing to See Here by Kevin Wilson  

This quirky, hilarious novel tells the story of Lillian, a young woman with a dead end job whose 

old friend from high school calls for Lillian’s help after she marries a senator and ends up with 

two step-children who spontaneously catch on fire from time to time. As “governess” to a pair 

of combustible twins, Lillian must figure out how to save the kids, her friendship, and herself. 

Warning: this book contains rhetorical uses of the Anglo-Saxon term for poop and the so-called 

“F-bomb,” as well as a cautionary example about the dire consequences of drug use, but these 

are rendered in service of a profound, entertaining, and ultimately redemptive story about 

friendship, family relationships, and class in American society.  

 

Please choose one of the following titles from any genre listed below: 

 

Nonfiction 

Into the Wild by John Krakauer 

The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

I Am Malala by Malala Yousafzai 

 

Poetry 

Martin and Meditations on the South Valley by Jimmy Santiago Baca 

Everything is Everything by Cristin O’Keefe Aptowicz 

Odes to Common Things by Pablo Neruda 



Drama 

4,000 Miles by Amy Herzog 

She Kills Monsters by Qui Nguyen 

All My Sons by Arthur Miller 

 

Further descriptions of all books are available on the 10-12 LibGuide, complete with descriptions and 

images. [Link: http://albuquerqueacademy.libguides.com/summer_reading10-12]   

 

Students should be prepared to discuss both of their choices during the first week of English class in 

August. Be sure to read carefully, mark up the pages, and come in with questions and comments. 

Consider the following: What will you remember about this book? What, if anything, confused you? Did 

this book change the way you think? Why should others read it? 

 

If you do not complete the summer reading, it will negatively affect your first-quarter grade. We 

therefore encourage you to begin your reading early in the summer, in order to be prepared, but plan 

to look back through the books to refresh your memory before the start of school.  

 

Ultimately, we hope that reading will nourish your intellect and bring you joy this summer. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

10th Grade English Teachers   English Department Chair  

Ben Dolan      Elizabeth Payne 

Sheridan Johnson 

Laura Matter  
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