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Fall Parent Newsletter 
November 2021

Follow our 
AAPA 

Facebook 
Page & stay 
up-to-date 
with school 

events & 
volunteering 

opportunities 
through the 
weekly email 
newsletter, 

“What’s New!” 

Letter from the President

Hello Charger Friends,

Fall is my favorite time of year!  Seeing members of our Charger 
community on campus again, busy at work, has filled my heart with 
tremendous appreciation and joy.  AAPA volunteers are continuing to 
serve our school community in new and traditional ways, including:

• Hosting faculty/staff appreciation (FSA) breakfasts
• Getting concessions up and running again
• Welcoming new students
• Welcoming new parents
• Serving as tour guides to prospective families
• Assisting Division Heads and Grade Deans with activities
• Volunteering in the bookstore
• Volunteering in the library
• Organizing school and activity photos
• Hosting our homecoming bonfire and s’mores event
• Hosting a Balloon Glow Pre-Party for grade 6-7 families
• Hosting a Water Balloon Fiesta for grade 8-9 students
• Providing special treats to grade 10-12 students

The AAPA welcomes parents to contact us with the question of, “How 
can I help?”  We would love to work with you to find the best fit, and 
these ideas can range from bringing a fruit bowl to an FSA breakfast to 
helping with picture day to picking up a concessions or bookstore or 
library shift.  It’s fun and it’s helpful, and these opportunities to serve our 
Charger community can be incredibly rewarding.

Warmest regards,
Amber Logan
AAPA President 2021-22
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Amber Logan, President - Grew up in Arizona; mom of Layla ‘25, Jude ‘23, 
Lorelei ‘21, and Wembley (dog); married to Jeremy for 21 years and counting. 
Favorite volunteering experiences include working on the Charger Cookbook and 
helping out in the bookstore. I’m a huge fan of Charger Soccer, although my 
sport growing up was reading. At home, our family enjoys playing board games, 
card games, and yard games. I love vinyl records, live music, book club, 
gardening, crafty things, and feeding all the birds in the neighborhood. Picture: 
Fall 2011; Charleston, SC.

Greetings From the AAPA Executive Committee

Suzanne Lutz, Administrative VP - Born and raised in Albuquerque and 
attended Eldorado HS. When my husband Roald retired from the Air Force in 
2004, we moved back home to Albuquerque. I am mom to Nico (nee Anne) ’14, 
Chad ’16 (from EMHS), and Caroline, ’23. I’ve enjoyed many AAPA volunteering 
experiences, especially concessions, library, and ReadRecycle. I serve on 
several nonprofits and mentor young writers on a robotics team. I love singing 
and live theatre in all its forms. All my kids are musical, which makes my heart 
happy. In my spare time, I watch Korean dramas, sew cosplay/costumes for 
Caroline, and crochet cute jellyfish. Picture: 2014, Sandia Mountains.

Renee Patton, Past President - Born and raised in Northern California. I met 
Chris, my husband, at UC Santa Cruz (Go Banana Slugs!). We have been 
married for 25 years. I am mom to Emma ’22 and Katie ’23. We also have a dog 
named Rosie and a kitty named Tinkerbell. We love to cheer on the girls at cross 
country, swim, and track meets! I have enjoyed my time volunteering with AAPA 
in the bookstore, running concessions, and as a grade chair. Our family loves to 
ski at Taos, travel whenever we can, and hike along the Sandia Mountains. 
Picture: 2016; Santa Monica, CA.

Carol Dominguez Shay, Treasurer - Born and raised in Las Cruces, went away 
to school, and returned to Albuquerque to my extended family who had moved 
here; mom of Nate ('24), Scout (huge dog), and Baxter (tiny dog); married to Pat 
for 18 years. My favorite volunteering moment was in the bookstore on the first 
day of Nate's 6th grade year — the line was out the door and one child buying 
Twinkies said to her friend, "My mom has never let me eat one of these!" I have 
enjoyed every volunteering opportunity at the Academy. My family loves to travel, 
play with our dogs, binge on Netflix shows, overdecorate for holidays, and attend 
our frequent big family celebrations. Picture: July 2021; Cozumel, Mexico.

Emily Hiller, President Elect - Grew up in Chicago but came to NM at 26 to be 
closer to my parents who had moved to the East Mountains. A few years later I 
married Russ, a native New Mexican. We are proud parents of Elizabeth ’25 and 
Russel ’28. I’m also mom to 3-year-old Harry, a Chocolate Lab, and 2-year-old 
Oliver, a Golden Retriever. My daughter and I love riding horses; my husband 
and son are avid golfers. Our family loves to travel and watch movies. I’m the 
concessions chair this year and have a new-found appreciation for Sour Patch 
Kids and blue Gatorade (but haven’t tasted either). Picture: Spring 2015, Alaska. 
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Anne McLusky, Communications VP - Born and raised in New Jersey; moved 
to Albuquerque 17 years ago from New York City. Married to Norbert and mom to 
Karl ’18 and Hannah ’23. I have loved volunteering over the years from helping in 
the bookstore, being a co-chair for Open House, or organizing events as a grade 
chair. Our family likes to travel, try all kinds of different food, ski in the winter, hike 
in the summer, and watch Formula One racing year-round. I also like working in 
the yard, meeting friends to walk our dogs in the foothills, and cooking (most of 
the time). Picture: Fall 2008; Durango, CO.

Dianne Tohen, VP 6-7 - Born and raised in Texas (Hook ‘Em Horns!); moved to 
Corrales in 2013. Married to Mauricio and mom to Marcelo ‘26 and Emilia ‘27. My 
first volunteering experience at Academy was in the West Campus bookstore -- 
so fun! Our family loves spending time outdoors together, exploring the Bosque 
and the beautiful National and State Parks of NM. Our family vineyards keep us 
busy, along with our 3 Babydoll sheep, Rosie, Buttercup, and Tulip, who provide 
lots of cuteness. Providing the muscle is our Maremma sheepdog Gio, and the 
brains behind our little operation is our border collie Noble. Picture: Spring 2015; 
Corrales, NM.  

Malini Perumal, Secretary - Born in Colorado Springs but grew up in Gallup, 
NM. Moved to Albuquerque 14 years ago; mom of Sanjeev ’25 and Nithin ’27; 
married to Vinodh for 18 years. My first volunteering experience at Academy was 
co-chairing FSA breakfasts in 6-7, which I did for 2 years. It was great to make 
the faculty and staff so happy when they do so much for our kids. Our family likes 
to travel, spend time outdoors, visit new places in Albuquerque, and spend time 
with our friends and their families. I love to read, travel, and spend time with 
family. Picture: 2015, Grand Canyon, AZ.

Emily Fine, VP 8-9 - Grew up in New England spending time in the water, but 
moved to the desert after meeting my (now) husband in college. I have lived in 
Albuquerque for 21 years where David '95 and I are raising our two boys, Caiden 
’23 and Rhese ’25. For 19 years I have worked for The New Mexico Ballet 
Company, but I mix my love of the arts with my excitement for sports, walks in the 
bosque, skiing, and gardening. Volunteering in the bookstore allowed me to put 
faces to names at the Academy. I spent 3 years as co-chair of Faculty/Staff 
Appreciation and had just begun mastering the nacho cheese machine in 
concessions before we went into lockdown. Picture: 2014; Muir Woods, CA.

Greetings From the AAPA Executive Committee (cont.)

Leah Sandman, VP 10-12 - A native of Albuquerque, I have been thrilled to find 
such a welcoming and strong community at Albuquerque Academy. My husband 
Todd and I are the parents of two daughters — Micah '19 and Nina ‘22. In the 
past, I served as AAPA president and am so happy to continue working with 
terrific parents, faculty, and staff. I am a graphic designer and work from 
home, allowing for an amazing opportunity to volunteer and be involved at 
school, as well as get to know some dedicated and wonderful people. In my 
spare time, I enjoy planning trips and am looking forward to heading out on new 
journeys! Picture: December 31, 2020.
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Join Us On The Path to Great Meals!
It’s been 29 years since the AAPA published an Academy Cookbook, so the timing 
seems just right to do it again. The 2021 edition contains more than 300 recipes by 
163 contributors. We have easy meals everyone in the family will love, treasured 
recipes passed down for generations, tried-and-true Charger 
favorites, yummy desserts, and many others in between. Just in 
time for the holidays and copies are limited — you may want to 
pick up yours today, plus extras for your loved ones too!

Cookbooks can be purchased in the East and West Campus 
bookstores. The price per book is just $15, and proceeds from 

cookbook sales will go to support Senior Week and other AAPA-
sponsored student activities. Please contact Amber Logan (presidentaapa@aa.edu) 
with any questions and to arrange delivery or pickup of your cookbook order.

Sarah Wang ‘21

Please visit https://www.aa.edu/parents/aapa/ to learn more about what AAPA does, our 
bylaws, job descriptions, and ways to volunteer. If you’d like a copy of our 2021-2022 
Annual Budget, You can contact AAPA Treasurer Carol Shay (treasureraapa@aa.edu).

ReadRecycle Reimagined
The ReadRecycle Book Sale has been permanently ended, but now we have about 5,000 books that we 
are giving away for free! Please come to the ReadRecycle Book Share for free books. 

Where: Simms Library, in the reserve area, follow the “ReadRecycle” signs.
When: Ongoing. Book selection is refreshed weekly. Visit during library hours.
Who: Open to everyone in the Academy community (students, parents, faculty, 
staff, alumni). Visitors without a school-issued ID, please check in at the 
circulation desk to get a visitor’s pass.

Come regularly. Come often! If you’d like to help with this ongoing project, or if 
you have any questions, please contact AAPA Administrative VP Suzanne Lutz 
(suz_and_ro@yahoo.com).

https://www.aa.edu/parents/aapa/
mailto:treasureraapa@aa.edu
mailto:presidentaapa@aa.edu
mailto:suz_and_ro@yahoo.com
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Make-A-Difference Fund

At the end of each year, any money unspent in the AAPA budget is transferred to our Make-a-
Difference Fund and used to purchase gifts for the school. We receive input and requests from 
faculty, staff, and parents to help determine the gifts. Previous gifts include water bottle filling 

stations and replacement trees for the path. AAPA gifts from our 2021 Make-a-Difference Fund 
are a new lighting board for Simms Auditorium and the 9-Square-in-the-Air installation, located 

on the East Campus, between the stadium & path. The 9-Square-in-the-Air game combines 
the overhead play of volleyball with 4-square, but increases the number of squares to 9.

It is great for groups and has been popular with the students during lunch and free time. 

Bonfire 2021!  
Approximately 500+ students 

attended this year’s bonfire, which 
was held on Friday, September 24th. 
The bonfire helped to celebrate an 

already busy homecoming weekend. 
AAPA volunteers and AA faculty 

helped to secure s’mores fixings, 
snacks, firewood, fire marshals, 

drinks, and even a DJ!
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“there is no better way to enjoy the beautiful fall weather than 
volunteering on our wonderful academy campus.” EH

Balloon Glow Pre-Party for 6-7 Families 
AAPA volunteers from the 6-7 Division added to the magic of the October 22nd Balloon Glow by 

welcoming families for a pre-party before the event. With games, give-aways, snacks, concessions, 
glowing balloons, and beautiful weather, it made for a pretty fantastic Friday night!

Concessions Are Back, and Oh How We Missed You!

After 18 months of no concessions, Charger Cafe opened in September for cross 

country, football, soccer, and other school events. As our fall sports seasons come to a 
close, stay tuned for more news about concessions events. Only adults are allowed to 

work concessions at this time, but parent volunteers are always welcome!

Spooky Treats for 
Juniors!

AAPA volunteers provided a 
frightening assortment of full-size 

candy bar treats to Juniors on Friday, 
October 29th. Students were 

encouraged to stop by the Junior 
Commons and take their pick!


